December 2021

NCMS AGM
The Annual General Meeting was held on 19th October.
Voted in as committee for the next year were:
President: Grant Hartley-Brown
Vice-President: Gavin Bailey
Treasurer: Sue Lancaster
Committee: Jane Godfrey, Angus Howat, Jenner Lichtwark, Sam Madeley, Caitlin
Maclennan, Leanne O'Mahony, Dave Patrick, Angela Peverill.
Angus, Caitlin and Jenner are new to the committee this year.
Angus got involved with NCMS back in 2015 in the production of Beauty &
The Beast where he played a salt shaker (dream role). He caught the NCMS
bug hard and hasn’t left since then. Outside of his love of performing, Angus
is passionate about support & advocacy for students at Ara Institute and
watering his plants. He is thrilled to support this community as a member of
the committee.
Caitlin has been involved with NCMS since 2021 in backstage dressing and
volunteering in the costume hire. She has also been involved backstage with
various other societies around Christchurch. She is currently studying
towards a diploma in creative marketing/digital media and design.

Jenner has been singing on stage since she was a small child, and
backstage has done everything from floor crew to stage manager for too
many years in Christchurch. She has also stage managed many shows for
Rangiora Players. Jenner sings in Gail’s NCMS Singing Group and writes
murder mysteries in her retirement.
We would like to thank those committee members who retired at the AGM (Rachel May,
Lynne James, Jacob Patchett and Briar Patrick) for their service over the years. Their
contributions have been many and we thank them for all their hard work.

Subscriptions were set for the year at:
$50 Child/Student/Beneficiary/Senior Citizen, $55 Adult, $90 Family, $25 Associate.

Congratulations to Edy Lawrey and Jenny Schroeder who were presented with their
certificates from Musical Theatre New Zealand for their Outstanding Service to Musical
Theatre.

Annie
Our show for 2022 is all about joy and positivity - and after the last couple of years, we all
need a bit of that. An enthusiastic group met for the first rehearsal, so let’s all hope the covid
traffic lights go green for May!

Meet the Production Team:
DIRECTOR - JAMES FOSTER

James is a NASDA graduate whom Christchurch audiences will
know as a regular on the musical theatre scene. In recent years he has
played Javert in Les Miserables and John in Miss Saigon for Showbiz
Christchurch, and Pontius Pilate in Jesus Christ Superstar at the Court
Theatre. He is a singer, musician and actor, and this year he directed
Moonlight Cabaret for start-up theatre company Moonlight Theatre. James
works during the day as a teacher at St Margarets College, and as a singing
tutor at Nasda. This will be James's first show with North Canterbury
Musicals.

MUSICAL DIRECTOR - BRIAR PATRICK

Briar’s first exposure to NCMS was as an audience member back in 2002.
Twenty years later, with eleven shows for NCMS under her belt (onstage and
off), Briar is thrilled to be stepping into the role of musical director. Briar was the
creative director of NCMS’ Retrospective, and has been musical director for
MUSOC, Avonside Girls’ and Shirley Boys’ High Schools. She has also vocal
coached and directed several shows for the Hartley School of Performing Arts.
Briar has experience as a teacher of piano, drama and musical theatre singing,
and teaches English and Drama at Avonside Girls’. She has performed onstage
with a variety of societies, including NCMS, Showbiz Christchurch, Magnitude Productions and
MUSOC.
CHOREOGRAPHER - COURTNEY ROBINSON

Courtney is the Teacher in Charge of Dance at Riccarton High School. She
has recently directed and choreographed the musicals Footloose for
Riccarton High School and Cats for Paraparaumu College. Courtney also
has experience in event/sport performance and cheerleading. After
completing her Royal Academy of Dance ballet exams, Courtney
graduated with a Bachelor of Applied Arts (Performing Arts) at Whitireia
and is now working toward a Master of Contemporary Education.

The cast
Annie - Isla Palmer, Molly Chisholm
Duffy - Tora Maitland, Amelia Nicholls
July - Honour Fraher-Richardson, Emillie Caird-McCormack
Pepper - Phoebe Jones, Neve Munro
Tessie - Olivia Holden, Isabel Wigley
Kate - Eloise Simpson, Emilie Sweeney
Molly - Kendall Maitland, Izzy Madden
Oliver Warbucks - Paul Fidow
Grace Farrell - Andrea Koorey
Miss Hannigan - Roz Ellis
Rooster - Aaron Boyce
Lily St. Regis - Elly Bucher
Drake - Dave Trayner
Franklin D. Roosevelt - Warwick Shillito
Bert Healey - Jesse Rogers
Ensemble - Anita Bell, Elizabeth de Lima, Jane Godfrey, Katelyn Howe, Melanie Routledge,
Melanie Witbrock, Nancy Howe, Warwick Shillito, Jesse Rogers, Dave Trayner.

NCMS Singing Group
The North Canterbury Musicals Singing Group had planned their usual Christmas concerts,
but only managed one rehearsal before covid and level 2 put a stop to the plans. The singers
are looking forward to starting again in February and are always after new voices, so please
reach out to info@ncms.co.nz if you are interested.

Working Bee
A working bee and BBQ is planned at the NCMS rooms on Sunday 23rd January 2022 from
12noon - 5.00pm. All willing hands welcome!

Christmas Carols
Bring your voices and your Christmas Cheer to end the year on a high note.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

